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we ARE BOUND TO THANK GoD ALWAYS FOR You, 
BRETHREN, AS IT 18 MEET, BECAUSE THAT YOUR 


FAITH GROWETH EXCEEDINGLY, AND THE CHA- 


- RITY OF EVERY ONE OF You ALL TOWARDS EACH 
i OTHER: ABOUNDETH. | 


A. eee ad diſpoſition 18 the greateſt temporal 
bleſſing, whether we conſider it as a ſource of hap- 


ha continually ſupplied by our own reflections, and 


Increaſed by the reſpe& and eſteem of the wiſe and good ; 


or as the ſureſt foundation, the moſt firm and durable 


kipport of the general intereſts of NOONE: 


We inne ainiire preeminent int and ſuperiour 
accompliſhments, but a benevolent heart conciliates our 
good - will: the former, by exalting one man above another, 
rouſes ſelfiſh paſſions, Which, if they are not reſtrained by 
the power of reaſon, nor ſubdued by the authority of religion, 


tend to produce diſcord ; the latter, inclinin g us to“ rejoice 


6 with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep,” 
draws cloſe the bonds of ſocial affection, and eſtabliſhes 
for us a common refuge under afflictions. For this reaſon 
we cheriſh a benign ſpirit even in its errouts, and check 
not the tide of benevolence. when it flows to unworthy 
| _ : if ſlothful waſte ba claim to our alms, or the 


"$i | | victims 


* 
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"0 £0 SERMON PREACHED BEFORE | 
victims of intemperance and vice endeavour to excite our 
pity, although it may be impoſſible to raiſe them who 
through their own fault are miſerable, from the wretched: 
ſtate into which they have plunged themſelves, yet © he 


« merciful-man,” in yielding to the indaeace of * — 
ſions, © doeth good to bis own fouls” TIN a 


If tliew i is this 8 for Bin hed 18 | bountiful on 
the impulſe of feeling, who ** diſperſeth abroad and giveth to 
| the poor” becauſe their diftreſs is apparent, and their clamour 
importunate, what ſhall be his recompen/egf reward,” whoſe: 
charity is guided by.diſcretion ;>-who, to a tender regard 
for his fellow - creatures, in all their wants, and weakneſs, 
and ſufferings, adds careful cireumſpection, and. with an 
affectionate ſolicitude for their well-heing, is a Father to 
to the poor Ile cauſe that * knoweth not” with dili-- 
gent attention he fearcheth out; fo that from his diſ- 
cernment worthleſs indolence taketh not the ſupport of 
honeſt induſtry ; nor do they, whoſe conduct he condemns. = 
whilſt he commiſerates their afflictions, ſhare an equal 
portion of his kindneſs with the virtuous, whom he ſeess 
ſtruggling under unmerited calamities. Abundant indeed. 
will be the happy fruits produced by ſuch active and wiſely 
directed benevolence, as well for the relief of them, who- 
are the objects of it, as for the maintenance of the com- 
forting ſympathies of our nature; yet ſhall they all be 
ſiurpaſſed by the exquiſite enjoyments of his. mind. who- 
: experiences dar. ** if is more ble vaſe to give Fhes a to receive. 
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But we are animated by more powerful motives than 
ſelf. love, or the deſire of doing good to others, when, 
in obedience to the command of our Lord and Maſter, 
we let our light ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee our 
. good works, and glorify our father, which is in heaven: 
our humane affections are then moſt ardent when kindled 

by the love of our beneficent Creator, our compaſſionate 
Redeemer, when, that our faith may be ſeen to grow ex- 


* ceedingly,” the charity of "oy. one f us all Waaler, each 
”y _ aboundeth.” * 


If ths: dernden of this exalted ehe were not 
evident, the time would fail me to enumerate the various 
means by which they, who have this world's good, and 

* foe their brother have need,” ſhew that the love of God 
ee duelleth in them.” —Behold them viſiting the ſick, be- 
: coming eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame — See 
the humane, cheriſhing the almoſt extinguiſhed ſpark of 
life, reſtore to ſociety an uſeful member, to a weeping 

family the deſire of their hearts, to the perſon revived by 
their aſſiduous cares time for the accompliſhment of his 
nen views, for _ working out his eternal Been 


« Conde ates farther 70 th of low ate, the great 
and good among us extend their love to the leaſt, the 
worſt of their brethren, and, beſides the proviſion of 
% the meat which periſheth,” they endeayour, by godly in- 
ſtruction, imitating the divine example of Chriſt, who 
55 came ce to ſeek and to fave that Wee was 15 oft,” to give 


- 
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then that, meat, vbbichb endureth unto everlaſting life. 7 


1 | Actuated by the above-mentioned: chriſtian motive, who- 


ever is charitable may rejoice in the hope of obtaining 
from Chriſt a glorious reward, ell done good and faith. 
ful ſervant, thou haſt been faithful over a fe things, I 
3 will make thee racer” over. many. unge, enter thou into the 


" 70 of thy Lord: 9 Ann tete 110 e - ; 

UP he nition. of, my Myon: is pr KY import- 
ance to the cauſe, which it is my duty this day to recom- 
mend to your ſpecial care, that I muſt call your attention 
from our numerous charitable eſtabliſhments, which are 
_ doubtleſs. very ſtrong proofs of it, and remind you of 
the extraordinary kindneſs ſhewn by our Sovereign and 
his Counſellors, together with the whole: nation, to the 
unhappy exiles of the Gallic church, which appears to 


me to haye been founded on. the eineirhe eg I Wau, 


Win no common ha of, commiſeration did. we ha | 

their firſt tale of woe: / we go forth into the field, there 
© Bebold the flain with. the ſword! if we enter into the city,, 
4 then behold them that are fick with famine, while we 
* their priefts 20. about into 4 land, that we know not.“: In 
their perſons we ſaw accumulated. the many ſpecies of 
diſtreſs, to which, when ſingly afflicting our fellow crea-- 
tures, the Saviour of the world, in terms the moſt forcible, 


bath enjoined our kindeſt regard. Did we receive them 
e for the alleviation of our own. ſufferin g8, be- 


” Pte - * cauſe : 
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cauſe our common nature bled through their wounds? 
or, by being * merciful, did we only ſeek, each for him- 
ſelf, to obtain mercy” in the day of retribution ? Our 
f benevolence in this inſtance had certainly an higher a 
more extenſive object, by our good works to ſhew the 
excellence of our faith, hoping thus (and we pray God, 
in the preſent awful operation of his providence, to ac- 
compliſh our defires) that the happy period of the Chriſ- 
tian church may be forwarded, when the good ſhepherd, 
&* who hath laid down his life for his ſheep, ſhall call other 
« which are not of this fold, and they ſhall hear his voice, 
« © and the ere ae be one WIRE "eh one Shepherd. 92 


But if chis Schuhe reſpedting the motive of our 
kindneſs to the miniſters of a foreign church is not gene- 
rally admitted, yet it will not be diſputed, that the Charity, 
which we are now aſſembled to promote, involves the 
beſt intereſts of all other Charities, inaſmuch as the en- 
couragement of your on paſtors in the diſcharge of their 


ſacred duties is one of the principal means of preſerving 


chat chriſtian ſpirit, by which they were planted, have been 


_ _ raiſed, and continue to flouriſh amongſt us. Having this 


love one to another, you not only ſhew yourſelves to be 
Chriſt's diſciples, but moreover, -** by communicating to 
« him that teacheth in all good things,” you become the 
means of grace and peace being multiplied” unto others 
el Nen e the AT W GIN and ef ee aur Lord." A 
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The well-known deſign , of this charitable. inſtitution, 
removes far from - us all Baer that, in. Pleading the, 
1 cauſe of our \neceſſitous, breth ren, We. es your 
benevolence to, augment tho revenues of. aur order.,r..T That 
_ + your. labourers 3 in, Chriſt are. for theaſclyes * content with, 
EG their. bire” is one among many proofs that they; a AC 
worthy of it 'F but the more worthy they are, the more: 
vehement will be their parental love, the Mode. dender Ante 
conjugal affection ; while they inculcate on ther mi 
others the Apoſtle's ſentiments if: Hany provide at. or bis. 
* aWN, and ſpecially farthoſeof hisown houſe, 6 be bath denied be 
6c faith, and is worſe than an infidel,”. 5 they Will be ſenſibly 
touched by the hopeleſs proſpect 'of being able, out of 
their ſmall reſources, to lay up anything in ſtare for their 
wives, their other dearer ſelves, and heit riſing, offspring, 
. whom i in the j Joy of. their hearts therefore they embrace 
not when infants, without a fearful ae for thr 17 
dunn fortunes, for they FOUR INARCERRE. | 190 


by 
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10 dale 1 . the ee ei 55 an honeſt 5 
employment, were to be ſurrounded by the moſt danger- 
© ous. temptations; and that their children ſhould. forfeit 
their integrity,“ ſoould be poor and fteal and take,the name 
« of their God in vain,” would, in their apprehenſion, be 
a more poignant affliction than to lament themſelves child. 
| leſs; yet this calamity by one who welt knew the, human "I 
paſſions, was thought enough to excruciate a heart poſj- 
ſeſſed of any parental feelings: O my Lord give her the 
8 — child, and i in u wiſe ſtay #1 give it even to her, 
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A fraud hath robbed me of the only comfort in my 
afflictions, of thoſe maternal endearments, en joying which 
I might have forgotten my ſhame when the finger of ſcorn 
ſhall be pointed at me diſgraced and deſtitute I ſhall not 
be without conſolation. while I: know a "we child irh. 
| 11 ul were 1 TAI ſufferings ig a agent, wh 
ſenſibility Was not refined by education, and whoſe mind 
was depraved by vice, if thus her bowels. yearned upon 
* ber on, what ſonſations would agitate the breaſt of 
an enlighuened and good man, in the trial of his natural 
| affection? Anguiſh uoutterable::1 , I am bereaved of my 
© 6bildreng,'Danibereaued !'' ſorrow-ing thus desplytfor his 
own!lofs mottheirs, h fall not a prey to . n, the ting 
© of dearth.” Ha greatly would his ageny be enereaſed 
on the reverſe of this proſpect, from the dread of What 
might happen to them deprived: of his parental guidance, 
had he not hopes whereon to ſtay his anxious thoughts 
reſpecting the dangers of thoſe; days, when his children 

ſhall be fatherleſs, arid his wife a widow ; had he not in 

you a well founded expectation, that . ghey 2p ee 
& YR te eee e hor: mn t 5116 T od 


{Moved by: thofoccodfderations a, 2 1 1 2 
Wu of aut brethren, is juſtly the firſt .obje&& of your 
regard: and beneficence to the children s, next to thoſe 
heavenly conſolations, which are vouchſafad to them, who 
are reſigned to the will of God, moſt powerful to aſſuage 
f the all of their unhappy mothers; and not FOE ſo, oye 
b 2 by 
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by providing for many of the young claimants on the 
Corporation for the Relief of Poor Widows and Children 
of Clergymen, you enable the funds of that moſt excellent 
inſtitution to afford pecuniary aid to à greater number of 
widows, for their ſupport and comfort, when the infir- 
mities of 19 are * to en GIS 


0 tber | pare” of . the: e Albibetton of your 
bounty, this Charity well ſucceeds the foſtering: cares of 
the Society for maintaining and educating poor Orphans of 
Clergymen: at an age when your aſſiſtance is moſt needed 
by them, and moſt beneficial to their country; you con- 

firm the bleſſings, which it was the good deſign of their 
former guardians to beſtow, and enable them to reap the 
advantages of the pious inſtructions and uſeful education, 
which they have received, whilſt they employ their talents 
and induſtry for ty e ne of Ghia! Ns: x 


1 FP" 


- Laſtly, by eee "A Adee of t has poor W E 


of our living brethren, the charitable work in which we 
are engaged proves eminenitly ſerviceable. Our hearts may 
be leſs affected by the wants of children, who are ſupported 
by a father's hand, and that father a chriſtian miniſter, 
becauſe they cannot be deſtitute of thoſe things, which 
far exceed the fulleſt ſupply of food and raiment: but 
there are circumſtances peculiar to the poverty of a clergy- 
man, which enforce compaſſion, and, had we not founded | 
_ moſt | ee ane on chriſtian We vou 
44 4 | | (Q4 LSB 30 - might 
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might be ug to grant relief for the fake of private juſ: | 
tice and the 229225 nh L 


| Having run the race of War ambition with the com- 
panions of our youthful ſtudies, we relinquiſhed all rival- 
ſhip for preeminence : in the ſeaſon of ſanguine hope, 
without emotion, we ſaw others enter thoſe paths of life, 
which lead to affluent fortune and diſtinguiſhed honours : 
and having devoted ourſelves as ſervants to that Lord, 
whoſe kingdom is not t of this world, we ſeek i in it neither 
riches 1 nor renown. as 


Moreover ſhould poverty, TTY ee comes 000 the be gel. 
ful in their ſlumbers, overtake us labouring to diſcharge 
the duties of our miniſtry, we rejoice in the conſolations 
afforded us by your piety, and benevolence: failing of 
this ſuccour for their children, our needy brethren might 
' lament that a liberal education hath given energy to their 
natural affections: and the holy religion, which they teach, 
would, by its awful ſanctions of the law written in our 
hearts, diſtract them with different obligations ariſing at 
once r their Paſtoral office and domeſtic cares. 

Can you hence ſee the extent of the ood; which you 
pho, or calculate the ſum of the evils, which you 
prevent when you conſider the poor children of the paro- 
cChial clergy as orphans Charity indeed doth not compute 
the value; nor eftimate the magnitude of its works: 


vaunting not itſelf, it ariſeth as that 6e little cloud out of 
| ORs 74 | LP 
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« the ſea, like a man's Land, which ſpreading over 1 
whole heavens, poured down its waters, and famine. and 
wii were removed from the earth. 
+ The: contributions of this day are by their principle 
united with, and confirm to us, the beneficence of paſt 
ages, and, with the bleſſing. of God, will influence. that 
of future. Where the venerable endowments of our 
churches are deficient, by removing a weighty temporal 
concern from the minds of them, who ** preach the word,. 
you encourage them to “ be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſca- 
Vn, for the ſpiritual good of thoſe, who are committed 
to ein ci VVV 

| = * te happineſs, derived from your bounty, to the 
poor families of the clergy is alſo great and extenſive. 
What hopes doth the parent form for his offspring when, = 
_ relying on your aid to eſtabliſh: them in thoſe ſituations, to 
which he ſees their abilities ſuited, and for which he hath 
prepared their minds by leflons of induſtry and prudence, | 
he can confirm his inſtructions by examples of thoſe perſons, 
who, on the foundation laid by your benevolence, have 
raiſed ample fortunes ? What happy preſages doth he form 
of their future goodneſs, of their adherence to the faith 
and obedience to the precepts, of the goſpel, when he ani- 
mates their minds in the. purſuit of things which. are true, 
«, honeſt, juſt, pure, lovely and of good report by the 
praiſes of illuſtrious names recorded among the patrons and 
W of this charity, ben alſo raiſed and protected 


| a them 
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779 them, Oe they had no helper ? Is our Joy in you ful- 


| filled? Can more reaſons be adduced, by which we are 
% Bound to thank God always for you, brethren?” Yes, 
„ our hearts de efire, ; and prayer to God for you is, that ye may 
be ſaved ; we rejoice therefore that ye ſent once and again 
+14 unto our neceſſity, not becauſe we defired a gift, but becauſe 


We e de wrt fruit, that may abound to your account,” 


. Now our hand 7 . Chri if himſelf, and God, even our 
% F at her, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlaſtin [4 
Then” conſolation and good hope through grace, comfort your 

&« hearts, and ſlabliſh you in every good word and work ;” that 

to the ſame Father and Son with the Holy Ghoſt may be 

aſcribed _ both now ind for ever. 
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